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James v. 12. 
But above all Things, my Brethren, Swear not. 


Have choſen theſe Words of St. Fames for my Ar- 
gument, Which are as exactly levelled againlt the 
Sin of profane Swearing, as Words can be. Above - 


all Things, (faith he) my Brethren, Swear not. Sure 


that mult not be a little Thing, concerning which 
ſuch Words as theſe are uſed to diſſuade us from it. 


dure, an Apoſile of Chriſt, that wis Inſpired by the 


Holy Ghoſt, would not have ſaid, above all Things, 
have a Care of ſuch a Sin, unleſs that Sin had been 
of a more than ordinary Malignity; na), unleſs jt 


had been a Sin of the moſt heinous Nature. And yet - 


it is no other Sin than Swearing ; that Sin which is fo 
comman, and which is generally thought ſo ſmall a 
Matter among all Sorts of People, that is here for bid 

in ſo earnelt and fo ſolemn a Manner. : 
I am ſorry, indeed, there ſhould be any Occaſion for 
Preaching againſt ſuch a Practice as this: One would 
think, that in a Civilized Nation, where Learning and - 
Arts flouriſh, and where Politeneſs and good Breeding 
in our Converſation, is every where pretended to ; 
and eſpecially in a Nation, where the Authority of 
FO nm * our 
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our Lord Jeſus is owned, and his Religion is pro- 
feſſed, and that too, with greater Purity than in our 
Neighbouring Countries; 1 ſay, in ſuch a Nation 
as this, one would think there was no ſuch Thing 
as Profane Swearing to be heard in Communication : 
But we ſhould, upon all Occaſions, uſe the Name of 
God with the greateſt Reverence in the World. 

But alas! to our Shame, it is quite otherwiſe. No 
Practice is more common amongſt us, than Swearing 
and Curſing. We out do the very Heathens, in our 
Profane Uſage of the Name of God : No Order or De- 
gree of Men, is free from it. The Gentleman and the 
Mechanick, the Perſon of Honour, and the Beggar, 
are equally tainted with this Vice. The Mouths of 
ſeveral of us are ſo uſed to Oaths, that they cannot 
tell a Story; they cannot paſs 3 Jeſt; they cannot 
tranſaa their Buſineſs; nay, they ean hardly ask a 
Queſtion, or Anſwer one, without an Oath or a Curſe. 
It is the Seaſoning of all their Diſcourſe ; it is to paſs 
for the Evidence, both of their Wit, and Truth; and 
Senſe too. Nay, the very Children in the Streets are 
perfe& at it. The many of thoſe that are not taught 
to ſay their Prayers, are yet taught to Swear and 
Damn roundly, in almoſt every Sentence they Speak. 
O God, whither doth all this tend, and what will be 
the Concluſion of theſe Things, if this Deluge of Pro. 
faneneſs which overflows our Land, hath not, through 
the Mercy of God, and the Care of the Government, 
ſome'fiop put to it ! 5 

I mean, at this Time, moſt heartily to ſet my ſelf to 
ſhew, both the Sin and the Danger, and the Folly, 
and the Inexcuſableneſs of this Vice. I will not pre- 
tend to ſay any Thing that is new to you, upon this 
Argument: But 1 only deſire that the plain, obvious 
Things, which you have, perhaps, heard over and 
over again, and which every one may readily ſuggeſt 
to himſelf upon this Occaſion, may be ſeriouſly weigh. 
ed and conſidered by all of us. And if they _ 
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Two Things I hope for: Firſt, That ſome of thoſe, 
ar leaſt that are guilty of this Fault, will, upon Con- 
ideration of theſe Things, endeavour to break them - 
Ives of it. And Secondly, That ſome others, wha 


are not guilty of ic, will yet be fo ſenſible of the - 


Miſchief that it doth in the World, that they will do 
what they can, as Opportunity is offered them, to COT» 
rect this Fault among thoſe they converſe with. 

And in Truth, if thoſe who are free from this. Sin 
themſelves,” would but have the Charity, or the Cou- 
rage, (as it ſairly comes in their Way, and when they 
may do it without Offence, or breach of good Mane 
ners,) to Diſcoyntenance it among thoſe they have 
Dealings with, a good Step woyld be made towards 
the bringing it out of Faſhion, For there is ſo little 
to be ſaid for this naughty Cuſtom, even by thoſe that 
uſe it moſt, that if their Friends and Acquaintance 
would take a little Pains with them, there might be 
Hopes of their Cure. 

hope I may go a great Way towards the ſetting the 
Hearts of all ſerious and conſidering Men againſt this 
Vice, by ſne wing this, that taking all Things together, 
there is no Sin in the whole World, that doth afford 
more Arguments againſt itſelf, or for the Practice of 
Which, a Man can ſay leſs in his own Excuſe, or 
Juſtification, than this Sin of Profane Swearing And 
if the Caſe be th.s with it, who, but a Fool or a 
Madman, would ever uſe himſelf to it. | 

Now, for the making out this Point, there needs no 
more but to conſider theſe following Things, Which 
are all undeniably plain, 


Firſt, That it is a grievous Sin in itſelf, 


Secondly, That it js attended with very miſchievous 
Conſequences, 


Thirdly, That it is contrary to all good Manners, 
and good Breeding, | 
Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, That it highly diſſerves, and deſtroys 


thoſe Ends that a Man means to ſerve by it. 

Fifthly, That what is pleaded in its Juſtification, 
nin makes it more unjuſtifiable. 

And Laſtly, That it is a Fault that is very eaſily 
avoided, which till renders a Man the more unex- 
cuſable for continuing in it. 

Of each of theſe Things in their Order. 

Firſt of all, It is a very grievous Sin in itſelf. No 
Man can doubt of that, that is, in the leaſt, in- 
ſtructed in the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, There is not 
any one Sin more plainly, more expreſly forbid, by 
the Law of our Saviour, than that of Swearing. I 
ſay unto you, ſaith he, Swear not at all: Neither by 
Heaven, nor by the Earth, nor by Jeruſalem, nor by your 
Heads. All theſe Forms of Oaths which are uſed in 
Converſation, are wholly forbid to Chriſtians: Not 
only thoſe Solemn ones, where the Name of God is 
Sworn by, but even the leſſer ones, where God is not 
Named, but only the Creatures; all Sorts of Swear- 
ing in Converſation, is prohibited by our Saviour. 
Nay, his Apoſile St. Fames, lays ſuch a Streſs upon 


this Command of our Saviour's, that he ſays, Above 


all Things, my Brethren, Swear not: Neither by Hea- 
ven, nor by Earth, nor by any other Oath. Surely that 
cannot be a ſlight Sin, that the Apoſtle is ſo vehement 
in his Caution againſt; Above all Things, my Brethren, 
Swear not, Why, he could not have ſaid more againſt 
Murder, and Adultery, and Sacrilege, and Perjury. Not 
that I think that every Oath a Man Swears in his 
common Diſcourſe, is a Sin of ſo horrid a Nature, as 
thoſe I have now mentioned; but this is that I would 
Remark from hence, that Swearing is as directly and 
expreſly forbid to Chriſtians, as any of theſe Sins, and 
conſequently muſt be a great Sin. And therefore, for 
my Part, I do wonder how any Man can call himſelf, 
or think himſelf a Chriſtian, that lives in the Prac- 
tice of it. It is a Thing fo ſtrictly forbid, and with- 
1 al, 


C! ed OT 


5 ow www © ' Uu 


uns w= 
ww *# 


x1 Sermon. 7 


al, fo much in a Man's Power to refrain, that I can- 
not believe a Man can have any Reverence of his Sa- 
viour, or any Regard in the World to his Authority, 
that can live in a Practice ſo directly cotitradictory to 
his moſt Sacred and Expreſs Laws. Why, a Religious 
Turk will forbear, wholly, the Uſe of Wine, (tho' 
there be more Temptations to it, than that of Swear» 
ing) becauſe his Prophet hath forbid it. A Devout Pa- 
Piſt will not eat Fleſh on a Faſting-Day, be he never 
ſo much tempted to it; though yet that is not a 
Commandment of God, but only an Ordinance of 
their Church. But yet we can live in the Daily 
Practice of Swearing, which is as expreſly forbid by 
our Saviour, as any Thing in the World, and pretend 
all the while to be Chriſtians, But it may be ſaid, are 
there not many Sins that Chriſtians are too often guil- 
ty of, which yet, for all that, do not hinder them from 
being good Chriſtians. I Anſwer, Sins of Ignorance 
are, indeed, conſiſtent with our Chriſtianity; nay, 
and ſo alfo are Sins of Infirmity, But then, I much 
queſtion, Whether the PraQtice of Swearing can fall 
under either of theſe Notions. A Sin of Ignorance it 
cannot be, becaufe we all know that it is a Sin, And 
as for Sins of Infirmity, they are chiefly committed in 
Two Inſtances ; that is to fay, either in the Failure 
of a Man's Performance; as for Example, when a Man 
doth not his Duty ſo well as he ſhould do in any 
Caſe, or when he doth it not ſo often as he ſhould do; 
or, Secondly, When through Inconſideration or Sure 
prize, he falls into ſome Sin, which, if he had been 
careful over his own Mind, he would haye avoided. 
Theſe, I ſay, are Sins of Infirmity : But no Man that 
underſtands Things, can take that for a Sin of In- 
firmity, which is not barely an Omiſſion of our Duty, 
but a downeright Tranſgreſſion of a known Prohibi. 
tion. No Man can take that for a Sin of Infirmity, 
which is not barely an Irregularity, or Diſorderlinefs 
of our Paſſions and Appetites, but is a Sin of the 

| Action: 
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ARiodn : Of the Action, I ſay, which every Man hath ' 
at his Command, though he have not the Motions or 
Paſſions of his Mind always in his Diſpoſal. And 
Laſtly, No Man can take that for a Sin of Infirmity; 
which'is not one ſingle Action, or an Action only now 
and then, upon extraordinary Temptation, commit- 
ted; but is a Habit of Action, a Cuſtom, a Practice, 
a Courſe that is as frequently repeated, as there are 
Temptations to it: No Man, I ſay, can think ſuch a 
practice as this to be a Sin of Infirmity, hut muſt ac- 
knowledge it to be a Courſe of wilful Sin: And if ſo, 
then Iam ſure the Cuſtom of Swearing in our Conver- 
ſation, is as much a wilful Sin, as any other whatſo- 
ever. But how then it can conſiſt with a Man's Chri- 
ſtianity, that is to ſay, with the State of Grace and 
Regeneration, or the Hopes of Salvation in another 
World, let all ſuch as are concerned, look to it. 

But to go on with the Sinfulneſs of this Practice. 

We may be apt to look upon it as a ſlight Matter, 

and to be therefore only Evil, becauſe our. Saviour 

hath forbid it. But really there is a great deal more 

in the Thing, The taking of God's Name into our 

Mouths, upon every trifling Occaſion, and eſpecially 

| Swearing by it, is a Thing really had in itfelf,, and 
| | which the Light of Nature doth ſufficiently ſhew to 
| be ſo. And therefore, all Men that had any Senſe of 
1 Religion, even among the Heathens, did very feriouſly 
reprove the Practice of it, as well as our Saviour. 

Thus the Philoſopher in Stobeus, 4 Some (faith he) 

| « adviſe Men to be careful to Swear the Truth ; but 
| « 1 adviſe principally, that a Man do not eaſily Swear 
« atall” To the ſame Purpoſe Epictetus, „ Shun 

« Oaths, if it be poſſible.” And ſo likewiſe Simplicius, 

« We ought wholly to avoid Swearing, except upon 

« Occaſions of great Neceſſity.” And Plato to the ſame 

« Purpoſe, The Name of God is not to be made Uſe 

of upon flight Occaſions.” And Hierocles tells us, 

That the true Way to preſerve the Reverence that 
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« ig due to it, is to abſtain from Swearing,” There is 
an infinite Reverence and Veneration due to the Name 
of God, which all thoſe that uſe it ſlightlo, or com- 
monly, do violate. Here then is the Sinfulneſs of Swear- 
ing in our Diſcourſe, that it is an Affront to God, 
a Violation of that. Honour and Reſpect we owe to 
him, an impudent Abuſe and Proſtitution of his Sa- 
cred Name, againſt all the Reaſon and Religion in the 
World. In a Word, the Sinfulneſs of common Swear- 
ing and Curſing, lies in this, that it is Blaſphemy; 
Which certainly all Men, that have any Senſe of God, 
muſt needs apprehend to be a dreadful Sin. 
It is likely, many of thoſe that are ufed to Swear 
and Curſe, have other Notions of this Matter, and do 
not dream that they are guilty of Blaſphemy. while 
they are calling to God to Witneſs at every Senrence 
they Speak, while they are Swearing by his Name, by 
his Life, by his Wounds, by his Blood; or while they 
are, in his Name Curſing, or Damning, or Confound- 
ing themſelves, or others. But this is truly the Blaſ. 

heming of God, whether they think ſo or no : For I 

now no other Notion of Blaſphemy, than thar it is 
an unworthy, injurious, and contumelious Treating 
of God in our Words and Diſcourſe, : | 
, Now, if Oaths and Curſes in our common Diſcourſe; 
be not of this Nature, I know not what is. What 
can be an Indignity put upon God, or a Profanation 
of his Sacred Name, if theſe be not + Every one muſt 
needs think ſo, that conſiders, that the Praftice of 
theſe Things is a direct expoſing his tremendous Name 
to Contemprt,; it is a making it Vi'e, and Cheap, and 
Deſpicable. It is a proltituting it to ſerve the Ends 
of our ſillieſt Humours, our moſt fooliſh Paſſions, and 
our moſt Diabolical Furies and Tranſports. Nay, 
more than all this, it is a nioſt impudent Appeal to 
God, to Witneſs every Fooliſh, Trifling, or Wicked 
Word that we ſpeak, and if there be any Imprecati- 
on added to it, (as there is in all the Damn mes, and 
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Confound me's, that are uſed among us) it is a down- 
right braving and hectoring God Almighty, and Chal- 
lenging him to do the worſt he can to us. 

O poor Creatures! if God ſhould vindicate his own 
Honour, while we are thus a defying him, and ſhould 
ſtrike us Dead for theſe execrable Profanations of his 
Holy N+me, none could blame his Juſtice. But in 
what a miſerable Condition ſhould we then be. Oh 

the prodigious Degener-cy of Mankind! Oh the won- 
derful Patience and Clemenc) of the Maker of them! 
that they ſhould continually thus dare God Almighty 
to make them Examples of his Vengeance; and that 
he ſhould, inſtead of taking them at their Word, con- 
tinue (till to pour out his Mercies upon them, and 

thereby to engage them, if it be poſſible, to Repent. 
would to God that all of us, that have unhappily 
got this Cuſtom of Curſing or Swearing, or are apt 
to take the Name of God idly, or vainly, into our 
Mouths, would conſider ſeriouſly, what we are a doing, 
when we do ſo, Is it for us, who, at the beſt, are but 
Duſt, and Aſhes, but as we have made our ſelves, by 
our Sins are an Hundred Times worſe; Is it for us 
to take the Name of God into our Mouths upon every 
little Occaſion, and to ſport our ſelves with it ? For 
us who are grievous Sinners, and obnoxious upon a 
Thouſand Accounts, to the Divine Vengeance, even 
for the moſt innocent Parr of our Lives? For us who 
are altogether precaricus Beings, and cannot £ubſiſt 
one Moment, without the Continuance of that Provi- 
dence that brought us hither, and the repetition eve- 
ry Hour of Ten Thouſand Mercies, more than we 
take Notice of? I ſay, is it for us to make light ef 
the Name of that God that made us, and doth, every 
Minute, thus infinirely oblige us? Can we uſe that 
Name lrreverently? Can we, for the gratifying a 
filly Humour, or for the want of ſomething elſe to 
ſay, or for the recommending our ſelves to a Set of 
Fools and Brutes, that we converſe with, toſs that 
Name 
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Name in our Mouths without Fear, or without Wit? 
That dreadful Name, which all Mankind, that hath 
Senſe, do Fear and Reverence ? That Name. which we 
our ſelves, if we have any Religion, do invoke in our 
Prayers, nd think we can never ſufficient! expreſs 
our Veneration of it? That Name, which when we 
do Pray, we Pray that it may be Hallowed and SanRi- 
fied, and preſerved from Abuſe aud Profanation ? 
That Name which is Privy to all our Blaſphemies; 
and. for any Thing we know, may confound us the 
next Moment, for our Profanation of it? That Name, 
which ſhall one Day be exalted over afl the World, 
when God ſhall come to Judge Mankind, and call all 
the Impious Affronters of ir, to a ſevere Account for 
their Blaſphemies ? That Name, which the Devils 
themſelves (as hardned as they are) do Fear and Trem- 
ble at ? And Laſtly, That Name, which all the Holy 
Angels of God, in Heaven, do continually Adore, and 
yet they do not adore it without covering their Faces ? 
(fo Imperfet, ſo Nothing are the higheſt of Created 
Beings, in Compariſon of the Name, the Majeity, of 
him that Created them; ) 1 ſay, all theſe Things con- 
Gdered, can any one, that hath the leaſt Grain of 
Senſe, think, that this is a N-me to he taken into our 
Mouths lightly, or raſhly, or unadviſedly ? Can any 
one, without Horror, think of putting it to common 
Uſes, to tell a Story with, or to Anſwer a Queition 
with, or to expreſs a Paſſion with, or to make an 
Implement of it in our Drunken Humours, to fill up 
our Diſcourſe, when we are at a Loſs for other Words: 
and moſt of all, to call upon this dreadjul Name 
(either in Sport or Paſſion) to Damn us, ar thoſe we 
ſpeak to? Bleſſed God, for thy infinite Merci s, in 
5 Chriſt Jeſus, forgive all of us, that have ever thus 
' Abuſed and Profaned thy Holy Name, and let thy un- 
ſpeakable Patience and Forbearance, which thou haſt 
expreſſed towards us, in not executing ſpeedily thy 
Vengeance, upon our Blaſphemies and Prophanati- 
| B 2 ons, 
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ons, as they juſtly deſerved ; lead us, at Length, to 


ſuch a Senſe of the Honour of thy Name, and the 


Veneration that is due to it, that we may never more 
take it into our Mouths, but with that Reverence and 
Godly Fear, that becomes the Creatures of Almight 
God, and the Diſciples of our Lord Jeſus. Amen, 
God, for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. 5 

But thus much of our Firſt Particular, the Sinful - 
neſs of Profane Swearir.g. The Second Thing I have 
to repreſent about it (which is all that I ſhall trou- 
ble you with at this Time) is this; that as it is a 
grievous Sin in itſelf, ſo it is alſo attended with very 
miſchievous Conſeq ences, and that both with Reſpect 
to the Publich and our ſelves 

Firſt of all, to the Publich, this Sin is of very Evil 
Conſequence in this ReſpeR, in that it tends to abate 
and take off that Nread and Reverence that Men ought 
to have for Oaths, and by that Means weakens and 
looſens the Bands of Humane Society. All Mankind 
| Have, in all Ages, been aware, that there is no true 
Hank to be had upon Men, but by binding their Con- 
ſciences, and that is no otherwiſe to be done, but by 
concerning God Almighty in the Matter, and ordering 
all thoſe, of whom any Security for their Faith ard 
Truth, in any Matter, was demanded, to make their 
Solemn Appeal to God, as a Witneſs, and as a Judge, 
that what they ſaid was True, and what they pro- 
miſed they would Pertorm. This is that we call an 
Oath; and accordingly, thoſe O ths have been from 
the Beginning of Society uſed among Men, as the 
beſt, and the only effetual Means, both to oblige 
Men to do their Duty in the particular Places and 
Offices they were trulied with in the bublick; and to 
oblige them, lizewiſe, to ſpeak the Truth in any 
doubtful, controverted Matter, when they were called 
to give their Teſtimony, - This, I ſay, hath always 
been the Practice of Mankind in all Ages, and conti- 
nues ſo to be at this Day. And ſuitable to this, Ci- 
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cero tells us of the Romans, „That they had nullum 
« vinculum, ad aſtringendam fidem jure jurando arttius. 
« They had no Tye ſo effectual, for the ſecuring a 
« Man's Faith, as his Oath.” And St. Paul, a greas 
ter Man than Cicero, hath told us, That among Men, 


an Oath for Confirmation, is the end of all Strife. Since, 


therefore, ſo much depends upon an Oath; ſince the 
Publick is ſo much concerned in it ; ſince the Admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice is ſo much influenced by it; it will 
readily be acknowledged, that it is one Of the greateſt 
Concernments of Human Society, that all Men ſhould 
be obliged ro Swear truly; and nothing can be of 
greater Miſchief to the Publick, than that Men ſhould 
be careleſs of their Oaths, and Swear Hand over Head, 
as their Humours, or their Paſſions, or their Intereſt, 
prompts them; all the World will acknowledge this. 
And we, of this Nation, have as much Reafon to be 


ſenſible of it, as perhaps any People in the World. 


Now admitting this to be true; I Appeal to every 
Man, whether any Thing can be more pernicious to 
Human Government and Society, than ſuch a Practice, 
which it it be admitted, doth naturally take off from 
Men all that Religion and Veneration they have for 
an Oath, and makes it, in a Manner, an indifferent 
Matter, whether they Swear truly or falſly. Yer ſuch 
a Practice (and no better) is that Fam now ſpeaking 
of, the Practice of Oaths in our common Converſation. 
If the Devil himſelf was to ſtudy and contrive a Way 
for the diſarming Mankind of thzt natural Reverence 
and Veneration they have for Oaths, and bringing 
them. without much Scruple of Conſcience, to Swear. 
any Thing, at any Time, whether true or falſe, as their 
own Intereſts, or the Importunity of others, did tempt 


them to it; he could not, in the World, pitch upon a 
more effe&1341 one than this: To make Oaths ſamiliar 
to them upon al: Occaſions, to bring them into cuſto- 


mary Uſe in ordinary Converſation.. That Man that 
can Swear a Hundred Times a Day, when there is no 


Rea · 
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Re-ſon for it, I cannot imagine what Regard he can 
have for an Oath, when he is called upon to give it, 
when there is Reaſon. When a Man is come to that paſs, 
that he hath uſed himſelf to call God to Witneſs for 
every Thing that he ſaith ; nay, and to call upon him 
almoſt every Hour to Damn him, and Confound him, 
pray what is there to hinder ſuch a Man, or what Rea- 
ſon is there to believe, that he will not call God to Wit- 
neſs, with the ſame Freedom and Unconcernedneſs 
when he is called to it in a Court of Juſtice ? Would 
you make a Man's Conſcience different, according to 
the different Places he is in, ſo that he may make a 
Conſcience of Swearing in one Place, but yet ſhall 
make no Conſcience of Swearing in all other Places 
whatſoever ? I muſt confeſs, I am as willing to believe 
well of Mankind as is pbMble, and therefore I dare not 
ſay but there may be ſuch Men found in the World, 
that in ſpite of the natural Conſequences of Things, 
may be ſo honeſt, that though they do not fear an Oath 
in their Diſcourſe, yet would fear one hefore a Ma- 
giſtrate. But this, I ſay, and I am ſure of it, that 
nothing in the Earth doth more tend to makeMen heed- 
leſs and regardleſs of their moſt Solemn Oaths, than to 


inure themſelves to the Practice of Oaths in their com- | 


mon Diſcourſe. And I am very much afraid, that to 
this Practice, which hath ſo much obtained among us, 
ve do, in a great Meaſure, owe thoſe many falſe Oaths, 
that have deprived Men both of their Lives and their 
Eitates, that we, at this Day, do not without Reaſon 
complain of. And therefore, certainly it concerns the 
Publick, if they would have the Reverence of Oaths 
kept up, if they would not have Faith and Truth loſt 
from among Mankind, to ſuppreſs, as much as is poſ- 
ſible, this vile, deteſtable Cuſtom of Swearing and 
Curſing in our Converſation, 

But Secondly, to Conclude. This Cuſtom of Swear- 
ing, is not only of very miſchievous Conſequence to 


the Publick, but to our ſelves alſo, When I ſay this, . 
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tend is this; that there is this. Evil Conſequence doth 


hand is not aware of, or if he was, he would tremble 
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Is 
{ do net mean the Miſchief that it doth to a Hans 
Credit and Reputation, by giving Occaſion to all\the 
World to believe, that the Man that uſeth it, is a 
Man of no Conſcience, that he hath no Religion, wn 
no Truth, which yet is the conſtant Fate of thoſe 
that are much given to Sweating : I fay, though this 
be a very miſchievous Conſequence of Swearing, and, 
a neceſſary one too, and ought to be ſerioufly conſt 
dered by all thoſe that give themſelves up to this & 
Rice ; yet I do not here inſiſt on it: It will fall m 


4 


naturally under another Head. But that which I in- 


always attend the Cuftom of Swearing, that it enga- 
ges a Man in a World of Perjuries, which he before- 


at the Thoughts of them. It is an old Obſervation, 
« He that Sweareth continually, (they are St. Chry- 
% ſaſtom's Words) both wilfully and unwilfully, both 
« ignorantly and knowingly, both in Earneſt, and in 
&« Jeſt, ſuch a Man, being often tranſported by Anger, 
« and many other Things, will frequently Forfwear 


„ himſelf, It is almoſt unavoidable, but a Man that 
is much given to Swear in his Diſcourſe, (a Man that 


uſeth to bind every Thing he ſays, or every Thing 
that he promiſeth, with_an Oath) muſt ſay a great 
many Things that are not true, and mult likewiſe 
promife a great many Things which he never per- 
formeth. In a Multitude of Oaths there cannot want 
Perjury, (as a Wiſe Man ſaid.) | 

God help us, as the Condition of Human Affairs is 
in this World. there is no Man that conſiders well, 
that dare be accountable for the exact Truth of eve. 
ry Thing that he hath Occaſion to ſay in Converſa- 
tion, be he never fo careful of what he faity And 
if ſo, in what a Condition are thoſe open Sluces among 
us, that vent every Thing that comes into -their 
Heads, and ſerves to fill up Talk. whether it be News, 


or Stories of other Perſons, or Fancies of their own, 


and- 
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and clinch all they Tag vn bitter Oaths and ley 
ecations. 

I dare fay you welt Siſible, that thoſe who. make 
a-Pragice of Swearing: in their Talk, malt no. great 
Diſtindtion about th Veiter, and, the Occaſon upon 5 
- which- they uſe thei hs. " Bur they come from 
them in Gourſe, Rüber Fhioking, without Delibe- 


ating, upon 8 all Hes . 

„ow, then. ig 1 pol mat in ſuch a Multitude 

Ipa:krom them, they ſhould not 

— —— Times EY Day y ov & pt themſelves, either in af. 

mit than 2 in romiſing more than 
they ma akte Hood. And by eir, calling God to 
„Witnels to the Truth Ve Things, they become 
really and firictly | Pein, an worms if, in- 
deed, ig be Perjury to that which is falſe, or 


that. ek Fran ASIFRE 5 or if ihe Perjury-to, } 

ſay a This that we dd nat mean to do. TC 
L would to 015 a bave accuſtomed theme 

ſelves to. take the Named id into their Mouths up- 

en flight Occaſionszi 1 eriouſly conſider this; and 

withal,. "conſider "what. a of Crime. Perjury is 2 


What a, horrid agen e of God Almighty, and - 
what a oolemn, Kad! Nie to him to deſtroy us, 
and confound us, if a eiter ha ve Power or Juſtice. 

But I have Taid enough pon this Head; as for the. 
Four following which retyain, 1 have not Time to 
Freat of them as they Nee. and therefore 1 that 
reſerve: them to the next Gpportunity. , 

I pray God give us all Men à lively Senſe of the 
Excellence- and Holineſs ot h Nature, ſuch a Senſe 
of his Greatneſs, his Majeſty and Power, and. Wiſdom, 
2nd Juſtice, and Goddgelt that we may in all our 
Thoughts, and Words, aud Aftions, give him that 
Honour, and Reverence, and Adoration, that is for 
ever due to his molt Holy P 

'To this God Immortal, and Inviſible, de all Glory, ks, 
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